The information on TLU for Cambridge English exams
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A learner sitting Key for Schools would be able to understand
language encountered in everyday situations such as being able to
use and understand basic phrases and expressions related to daily
life, introduce themselves and answer basic questions about
personal details. They would also be able to interact with English
speakers who talk slowly and clearly, and write short, simple notes.
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A learner sitting Preliminary for Schools would be able to
understand a wider range of language encountered in daily life such
as being able to understand the main points of straightforward
instructions or public announcements, dealing with most situations
when travelling as a tourist in an English-speaking country, asking
simple questions and taking part in factual conversations with
friends, family and at school. They would also be able to write
letters or emails and make notes on familiar matters.
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In First for Schools a range of TLU situations are implied. In the
personal and public domains, they include everyday situations
encountered whilst living in an English-speaking environment, such
as understanding media and contributing to social or transactional
encounters with native speakers. For the educational domain, a
candidate at this level would be ready to start a foundation or
pathway course or to start working in an English-speaking
environment. The kind of activities which First for Schools
candidates are likely to encounter at school include: writing essays
at school, reading factual texts for school, making study notes in the
classroom and asking for clarification in the classroom.
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A range of TLU situations are implied at First level. In the personal
and public domains, they include everyday situations encountered
whilst living in an English-speaking environment, such as
understanding media and contributing to social or transactional
encounters with native speakers. In the occupational domain, a
successful candidate would be able to participate in the most
common situations to be found in the workplace. For the
educational domain, a candidate at this level would be ready to start
a foundation or pathway course.
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A learner at Advanced level would be able to participate in the same
TLUs as for First, but with a better contribution, or where the
situation contains additional complexity. For example, social
encounters can be maintained for longer, more complex issues can
be dealt with in transactional encounters and learners can make
use of their specialist knowledge with fewer limitations in linguistic
ability. In the occupational domain, Advanced implies the ability to
participate in management meetings, or consult for a range of
clients. In the educational domain, TLUs would include writing clear
reports, expressing opinions in seminars and asking for more
detailed information during others’ presentations.
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Proficiency level implies a further increase in the range and
complexity of what learners can do. The same TLU situations could
again be imagined but with improved performance by the learner,
as well as more challenging situations. For example, this might
include understanding a tenancy agreement in an English-speaking
country, making accurate notes during a lecture or advising clients
on complex legal issues.
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