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Why take Cambridge English: Legal?

Whether you are a law student or a practising lawyer, if you want to work in an 
international legal setting, Cambridge English: Legal can provide concrete evidence of 
your level of English. 

The exam is designed to determine whether candidates whose first language is not 
English have an adequate level of English to function efficiently, in terms of language 
ability, in the international legal environment. It is based on realistic tasks of the kind 
legal practitioners would be expected to encounter in their daily working lives.

Cambridge English: Legal is linked to the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR) and the Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE) 
frameworks of levels. The exam is set at CEFR Levels B2–C1. Results at Level C1 may 
be used as evidence of the level of language necessary to work at a managerial or 
professional level or to follow a course of academic study at university level.

To ensure that the exam accurately reflects the realities of the international legal 
environment, it has been produced in co-operation with TransLegal, Europe’s leading 
firm of lawyer–linguists. For more information about TransLegal, please visit: 
www.translegal.com

How to use this guide

You can print this document if you wish, but the best way 
to use Information for candidates is to read it on screen. 
Click the links in the document to access other useful 
online resources such as videos and practice tests, and to 
find the information you need.
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Why take a Cambridge English exam?

Cambridge English Language Assessment offers the world’s leading range of 
qualifications for learners and teachers of English. More than 4 million people in  
over 130 countries take Cambridge English exams each year. 

Develop effective communication skills
• Cambridge English examinations cover all four language skills – listening, 	

speaking, reading and writing – as well as testing your use of grammar and 
vocabulary. They include a range of different types of question which test how 
well you can use English, so that you develop the full range of skills you need to 
communicate effectively in a variety of contexts.

A world of opportunity
• Thousands of employers, universities and government departments around the 

world recognise Cambridge English exams, so a Cambridge English exam is a 
valuable qualification to have when you need to provide evidence of your level of 
English for a job or when you apply for a place to study.

Quality you can trust
• We test all our questions on candidates before we put them into a ‘live’ 

examination. This makes sure that they are fair, at the right level, that the content 
is suitable for all candidates and that you have enough time to answer them. You 
can therefore be sure that your result is a true measure of your level of English. 
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What does Cambridge English: Legal involve?

This booklet is a brief introduction to Cambridge English: Legal. We show examples 
from each part of the exam, but in some cases we do not show the full text or all the 
questions. If you would like to see a full sample paper, you can download one here. 

Papers/time allowed/marks % Content

1 Test of Reading

1 hour 15 minutes

25% of the marks for the exam

•	 6 parts
•	 54 questions

2 Test of Writing

1 hour 15 minutes

25% of the marks for the exam

•	 2 parts
•	 Part 1: letter (120–180 words)
•	 Part 2: memorandum (200–250 words)

3 Test of Listening

About 40 minutes

25% of the marks for the exam

•	 4 parts
•	 30 questions

4 Test of Speaking

16 minutes per pair of candidates

25% of the marks for the exam

•	 4 parts

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/legal/how-to-prepare/
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1 Test of Reading
Time: 1 hour 15 minutes

Part 1
There are two tasks in Part 1. For each task you have to read a text in which there are 
six gaps.  After the text, there is a choice of four possible answers for each gap and 
you have to choose the right one. 

The example below is a text from a reference book on contracts. Read the text and 
try to find the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each gap (7–12). Remember that you 
have to read two texts like this one and answer 12 questions in the real exam.
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Part 2
In Part 2 of the Test of Reading, you have to read a text in which there are 12 gaps. 
You have to find the right word for each gap. Each gap requires one word only.

In the example below, the text is part of an extract from a journal article about 
competition. Read the text and try to find the best word for each gap. The first gap 
(0) is an example and the correct answer is ‘there’. In the real exam, the text is longer 
and there are seven more gaps for which candidates have to find the right word.

. . . 
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Part 3
There are two tasks in Part 3. For each task you have to read a text in which there 
are gaps. In the box to the right of the text there is a ‘base’ word for each numbered 
gap. You have to use this base word to make a new word which will fill the gap and 
complete the sentence.

The text below is a news item from a legal journal. Have a look at the gaps (31–36) 
and see if you can find the correct answers from the base words given. Remember 
that in the real exam there is another text with six more missing words for you to find.
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Part 4
In Part 4, you have to read six statements and a text which is divided into four 
sections or four short texts. You have to match each statement to a paragraph or 
text, so you have to be able to read the text quickly and find the information you 
need. You will have to use some paragraphs or texts more than once.

In the example below, we show you a text from a journal article about client 
selection. Read the statements (38–42) and try to decide which paragraph (A, B, C 
or D) includes information to support each statement. 
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Part 5
In Part 5, you have to read a text in which there are seven gaps. Each gap represents 
a missing sentence and the first gap (0) is an example. After the text, there are eight 
sentences and you have to decide which sentence best fits each gap. There will 
always be one sentence which doesn’t fit any of the gaps.

The following text is an extract from a letter of advice from a lawyer to a client. Read 
the text and the sentences (A–H) and try to decide which sentence belongs in each 
gap. The sentence you need for the first gap (0) is H.

. . . 
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Part 6
In Part 6, you have to read a single text and answer some multiple-choice questions 
about it. There are four choices for each question and the order of the question 
follows the order of the information in the text.

In the example below we show you part of an extract from a reference book on 
contracts and four of the seven questions which appeared in the real exam. Read 
the text and try to choose the right answer (A, B, C or D) for each question shown 
(49–52).

. . . 
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2 Test of Writing
Time: 1 hour 15 minutes

Part 1
For Part 1 of the Test of Writing, you have to write a letter of 120–180 words in 
response to a letter that is provided. You have to include the points specified in the 
‘handwritten’ notes. Remember to use the normal conventions of letter writing in 
your answer, but you don’t have to include postal addresses.

The letter you have to read presents five points to which you must respond in your 
answer, but you should also take advantage of the opportunity to expand on the 
information given to demonstrate the range of your English. 

In the example below, you are a lawyer representing Ms Sandra Meyer. Ms Meyer is 
the subject of a disciplinary investigation by her employer, Scansoft. Robert Woodly, 
Director of Human Resources at Scansoft, has written to you with a statement of 
Scansoft’s position.

Read the letter from Mr Woodly, on which you have already made some handwritten 
notes. You have to write a reply to Mr Woodly on behalf of Ms Meyer and you should 
use all the information in your notes.
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Part 2 
For Part 2 of the Test of Writing, you have to write a memorandum of 200–250 
words. 

The task includes four content points which you must cover in your answer, but 
remember that you may have to write more for some points than others. You should 
develop law-related topics and discuss law-related issues in a non-technical way in 
your memorandum.

Have a look at the example below and think how you would answer this question. 
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3 Test of Listening
Time: 40 minutes (approximately)

In the exam you will hear each recording twice.

You can find the recordings for the tasks below here.

Part 1
In Part 1 of the Test of Listening, you have to listen to three short recordings set in a 
range of legal contexts. The recordings may be either monologues or dialogues and 
there is an introductory sentence on the question paper which explains the situation.

For each recording, there are two multiple-choice questions, each with three options. 
The questions may be about the purpose of a speaker or attitude, opinion or agreement 
in dialogues. They may focus on what one speaker says, or may ask you to listen for the 
gist of the whole text.

Below we show you the questions for two of the three recordings from Part 1 of the 
Test of Listening. For each extract, listen to the recording and try to choose the best 
answer (A, B or C) for each question. In the real exam, remember that there is one more 
recording and there are two more questions to answer. 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/legal/how-to-prepare/
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Part 2
The recording for Part 2 is a longer discussion or interview lasting 3–4 minutes. You have 
to listen to the recording and answer five multiple-choice questions about what you 
hear. There are three options for each question and they follow the order of information 
in the recording.

In this example, you hear part of a consultation between a lawyer and a new client, Anna 
Krupa, who is planning to set up her own business. You have to listen to the recording 
and choose the right answer (A, B or C) for each of the questions below.
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Part 3
In Part 3, you will hear a recording containing information which lasts 3–4 minutes. 
There are then nine incomplete sentences which summarise the information in the 
recording. You have to listen to the recording and find the correct information to 
complete each sentence. 

For most of the answers you will need to listen for a single word phrase (usually no 
more than three words).

The example below is an announcement at a seminar about a future conference on 
the subject of taxation law in South America. You have to listen to the recording and 
complete the sentences.
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Part 4
In Part 4 you will hear five short recordings in which five different speakers talk about 
the same topic. For each speaker, there are two tasks, each with six options. You have 
to match each speaker to one of the options for each task. There is one option which 
you do not need to use.

In the following example, five different employees of a law firm called Haddiscoe are 
talking about working for the company. You have to listen to the recording and match 
each speaker to the thing which impressed them about working for the company 
initially (Task One) and what each speaker regards as the most valuable experience 
they have gained whilst with the firm (Task Two).
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4 Test of Speaking
Time: 16 minutes per pair of candidates

You take the Test of Speaking with another candidate.

Part 1 – Interview
In this first part of the Test of Speaking, the examiner who talks to you (the 
interlocutor) will lead a discussion with both of you. You will have to answer 
questions about yourself and about your legal studies and/or legal work 
experience, such as:

• What area of the law do you find the most interesting? (Why?)

• In your opinion, is studying law more difficult than studying other 
subjects?

• How do lawyers advertise their services in your country?

This part of the test takes about 2 minutes. 

Part 2 – Long turn
In this part of the test you have to speak for 1 minute without interruption. 
The interlocutor will give you a choice of two law-related topics and you will 
have 1 minute to choose your topic and prepare your talk. You may have to 
give information and/or express and justify opinions.

Your partner will get a different set of topics to choose from, but you should 
pay attention when they are speaking because the interlocutor will ask each 
of you to ask a question after the other has spoken. 

Have a look at the set of Part 2 tasks below. Choose one and think about 
what you would say. Prepare to talk for 1 minute on the topic you choose. If 
you want, you may use the three prompts to help you structure your talk.








  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 












  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 



















Task 1A Task 1B








  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 












  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 


























  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 












  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 


























  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 












  


  


  
  
  
 • 

• 

• 


















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Part 3 – Collaborative task
Part 3 of the Test of Speaking tests your ability to take part in a discussion with the 
other candidate and work towards reaching a decision. You have to work with your 
partner to carry out a task based on some verbal and written instructions which the 
examiner will give you. 

This part lasts 4 minutes and you have to talk with your partner for about 3 minutes.

Have a look at the example of a Part 3 task about the work of a commercial lawyer 
below. Consider each of the three discussion points and think about what you would 
say.

Part 4 – Discussion
In this part of the test you have to take part in a discussion with the other candidate 
related to the topic of the task you did in Part 3. The interlocutor will ask both of you 
some questions.

Here are some of the questions the interlocutor asked in Part 4 after the Part 3 
discussion about the work of a commercial lawyer:

•	 Do you think commercial lawyers’ associations are a good idea? 

•	 In what ways can communication with lawyers in other countries be useful?

Task 21




 

 
 

 









• 

• 

• 


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Practice materials

If you would like more practice material to help you prepare for the exam, there are 
past papers and a full sample paper available free to download here.

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/exams/legal/how-to-prepare/
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What people have said about Cambridge 
English: Legal

“Cambridge English: Legal is a perfect benchmark for legal professionals and 
law students who want to stay competitive in international legal practice.”

Sang Uk Ha, Adjunct Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies Law 
School, South Korea

Results Online

Our free Online Results Service is the quickest and easiest way to access your 
exam results. Signing up to this service will mean you receive an email as soon 
as your results have been released. You can then go online and check your 
results.

You can register here.

You will need your Candidate ID and Secret Number from your Confirmation of 
Entry. We recommend that you register promptly so that you are ready to log 
in quickly and easily on the day the results are released.

www.cambridgeenglish.org/legal

https://candidates.cambridgeenglish.org

