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IELTS General Training Reading Task Type 4 (Matching Information) (1) – 
teacher’s notes 
 

Description  

An activity to introduce multiple matching, to practise a pre-reading language activation stage and to 
develop skimming and scanning skills 

Time required: 40 minutes 

Additional 
materials 
required: 

 none 

Aims:  to introduce a strategy for answering multiple-matching tasks which 
involves a pre-reading stage of language activation and prediction 

 

Procedure 

1. Hand out the worksheet (two examples of multiple-matching tasks) and ask students to notice the 
difference.  Example 1 involves matching options to extracts/ advertisements. There are more 
advertisements (six) than there are options (four) so some of the advertisements are distractors 
(which will not be used).  Example 2 involves matching options to paragraphs/sections.  Here there 
are five paragraphs and five options, so each will be used once.  (Please note that these two 
example tasks are for noticing the task variant only, and the texts are not included).  

2. Hand out the sample task. Ask students to look at the adverts for 1 minute, then discuss with a 
partner what the similarities and differences are between them (see key). 

3. Ask the following questions about the texts in general (see key): 

a. What languages are texts A and D advertising? 

b. Where are the schools in texts B and C? 

c. What type of school is advertised in text E? 

d. Elicit why it is important to have a general idea of what the texts are about. 

4. Students read the instructions and then questions 1–8. With a partner, students discuss what each 
one means in the context of a language school and think of any examples or language which might 
be associated with each question.  

e.g. ‘up-to-date teaching systems’ could use language such as modern, cutting edge, technology, 
methods and might refer to using the internet or special books.  

Explain that in the exam they must do this step very quickly and individually but that they mustn’t 
skip it. (See key) 

5. Explain that in this task type the questions do not follow the same order as the information in the 
passage or extracts. Put students back into pairs and ask them to decide where they would start to 
do the task.  
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6. Hold a brief whole class discussion about where to start to do the task. Either elicit or explain the 
following points: 

a. You should try to keep all the questions in mind as you may find the answer to one when 
looking for another. 

b. Start with the easy questions – i.e. the ones where you understand the language clearly or 
where you notice an answer very quickly; e.g. question 7 might be found quickly as it is 
clearly in the middle of advert A.  

7. Students do the sample task individually.  

8. Students compare their answers in pairs. 

9. Hold a whole class check of the answers, highlighting the relevant areas of the text as you go 
through it.  Ask students to justify their answers and explain why other options are wrong, as 
necessary.  Encourage students to make a note of any new language as they go along. 

10. To recap, elicit from the class the stages of the procedure used. 
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IELTS General Training Reading Task Type 4 (Matching Information) (1) – 
answer keys 

Key to Procedure steps  

Step 2: Similarities could include that all the adverts feature language schools; they are all in Australia; they 
all mention language courses. 

Differences could include that they have courses in different languages, with different course times and 
lengths, and offer a variety of other information related to the school. 

 

Step 3:  Languages advertised in text A:   French and Japanese 

 Languages advertised in text D:   French 

 Location of the school in text B:   Sydney 

 Location of the school in text C:   Perth 

 Type of school advertised in text E:  a university TESOL centre 

 

Step 4: Possible paraphrasing/examples are: 

2 that the institution has been established for a significant time – well-established, open since 1970, 
running classes for 30 years 

3 examination classes – IELTS, FCE 

4 that arrangements can be made for activities outside class – social programme, free time 
activities, more than just classes, outings, trips around town, to the museum 

5 the availability of courses for school students – for high school children, teenagers, young 
learners 

6 language teaching for special purposes – English for business, travel, doctors, lawyers  

Key to Sample Task  

1.  B 
2.  E  
3.  E  
4.  C  
5.  D 
6.  B  
7.  A  
8.  D  
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IELTS General Training Reading Task Type 4 (Matching Information) (1) – 
Student’s Worksheet  
 

Examples of Task Type 4 – Multiple Matching 

Example 1  

Questions 7 – 10 

Look at the six hotel advertisements, A-F, on pages 3 and 4. 

For which hotel are the following statements true? 

Write the correct letter, A-F, in boxes 7-10 on your answer sheet. 

  7 Its restaurant can seat 150 people. 

  8 It has an underground car park. 

  9 It is looking for staff who can speak French and German. 

  10 It has a roof-top swimming pool. 

 

Example 2  

Questions 35 – 39 

The text has five paragraphs, A-E. 

Which paragraph mentions the following? 

Write the correct letter, A-E, in boxes 35-39 on your answer sheet. 

  35 a ship used for an unusual purpose 

  36 the kind of food eaten on the island 

  37 an important document 

  38 a traditional story about a voyage 

  39 the location of a temple 
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IELTS General Training Reading Task Type 4 (Matching Information) (1) – 
Sample Task 
 

SECTION 1  Questions 1 – 8 

 
Questions 1 – 8 
 
Look at the five advertisements, A-E, on page 3. 
 
Which advertisement mentions the following? 
 
Write the correct letter, A-E, in boxes 1-8 on your answer sheet. 
 
NB You may use any letter more than once. 
 
 
1 up-to-date teaching systems 
 
2 that the institution has been established for a significant time 
 
3 examination classes 
 
4 that arrangements can be made for activities outside class 
 
5 the availability of courses for school students 
 
6 language teaching for special purposes 
 
7 a wide variety of language choices 
 
8 evening classes 
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A INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE CENTRE 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

 

FRENCH & JAPANESE 

SUMMER INTENSIVE 

 

Also commencing January 2005 

* Mandarin   * Cantonese   *Thai 

* Vietnamese   *Korean   * Indonesian   * English 

* Spanish   *Italian   *German   * Russian 

 

For further details contact: 

Admissions & Information Office 

5 Bligh Street, 

Sth. Sydney, 2000 

 

Tel:  295 4561 

Fax:  235 4714 

 

B Global Language  

Learning Centre 

 

ONE OF THE WORLD'S BEST 
LANGUAGE SCHOOLS IS  

NOW IN SYDNEY 

 

LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE 

IN 10-20 WEEKS 

 

LATEST METHODS 

FULL AND PART-TIME 
COURSES 

 

BUSINESS, HOSPITALITY 

 OR TRAVEL 

 

Phone for Appointment 

938 0977 
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C DO YOU WANT TO LEARN ENGLISH 

SOMEWHERE DIFFERENT? 

 D French 

 Then come to Perth, 

the Picturesque Capital City of Western 
Australia 

  SUMMER COURSES 

January 2005 

    Adults Crash Course 9-19 Jan 

 Situated on the beautiful Swan River, Perth 
offers you... 

• Mediterranean climate 
• lovely Indian Ocean beaches 
• every sport imaginable 
• multicultural society 
• government owned TAFE Colleges 
• high standards of facilities and staff 
• maximum flexibility 
• hostel or homestay accommodation 

  Intensive 3 or 4 hrs a day, 

morning or evening,     30 hrs  
$250 

(Beginners and Low Intermediate only) 

Adults Normal Course 9 Jan-4 March 

10 levels from Beginner to Advanced 

Twice a week - 2 hrs morning or evening 

Once a week, Saturday 9am-1.30pm  
32hrs   $278 

  

Intensive English Courses Available 

• 5 intakes per year 
• 10 week modules 
• multicultural classes 
• optional programs 
• Cost:  $2000 AUD per 10 weeks 

  High School Crash Course 11-25 Jan 

Intensive 3 hrs a day, 1pm-4pm 

Years 8 to 12      24hrs  
$200 

Starts Wednesday 11.1.97 

Club Français 

27 Claire St, Sydney, Phone 227 
1746 

 Study Tours Available  

• English/cultural/tourism 
  

 
 

 WE PLAN THE PROGRAM 

TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS 

E  

 For further details, contact: 

TAFE International, 

Level 5, 1 Mill Street, 

Perth 6000, Western Australia 

Telephone:  619 320 3777 

 

 
E 
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E 

 

U 

C 

UNIVERSITY OF CANBERRA 

Learn English in Australia's National Capital 

 

 * The TESOL Centre has more than 24 years' experience in 

    providing quality language programs for overseas students 

* Test preparation, possibility of further academic study 

* Access to University facilities 

* Classes conducted on campus with opportunity to mix with 

   Australian students 
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